\

N —

~

N e —

e esmm——

w =

%)) =
——
—

%

09
|

v'f

0

|
|



EDITOR/CREATIVE DIRECTOR CONTRIBUTORS PUBLISHER

Sean Bidder Campbell Addy The Store X
Thea Ballard
ART DIRECTION Henry Bruce-Jones DISTRIBUTION
Zak Group Symrin Chawla WhiteCirc
Daniel DeSure
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS Kimberly Drew ONLINE
Scott Wilson Dorothy Feaver factmag.com
Ivan Blackstock Francesca Gavin
Lee Harrison REPROGRAPHICS
COPY EDITOR Kahlil Joseph DL Imaging
Anna Drozda Jasmine Kent-Smith
Daria Kobayashi PRINTED BY
Darlyne Komukama Kopa
Matt Lambert
Jerry McJunkins TYPEFACE
Kathy Noble Syndicat Grotesk Fact
George Okurut by Edition Studio
Capucine Perrot
Ralph Rugoff ISSN 2635-2664

Mahoro Seward
Neville Wakefield
Whitney Wei

Kai Wipperfiirth

RYOJI IKEDA PAN DANING KAHLIL JOSEPH KELSEY LU

PHOTOGRAPHY Ryo Mitamura PHOTOGRAPHY Matt Lambert ARTWORK Kabhlil Joseph ILLUSTRATION Jerr



FACT FALL/WINT ER 2020

“Music is beautiful because we can’t see it
and we can’t touch it, but everyone knows
it. You don’t need to have it explained;

you don’t need special tools to understand
It. You can charge it with meaning all

by yourself.”
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Ryoji lkeda's innovative work explores the
essential characteristics of sound and light by
means of mathematical precision and aesthet-
ics. By orchestrating sounds, visuals, materials,
physics and mathematics, lkeda goes beyond
the conceptual to delve into extremes and
infinites, testing the limits of human senses and
digital technology. His long-term projects have
taken a multiplicity of forms, from live perfor-
mances and immersive audiovisual installations
to books, records and CDs, and have evolved
over the years to encompass the latest iterations
of his data-driven research.

This exhibition, produced and curated
by Fact and The Vinyl Factory, follows five years
of collaboration between Ryoji lkeda and The
Vinyl Factory, which included the UK premieres
of lkeda's supersymmetry in 2015 and test
pattern [N®12] in 2017, as well as several vinyl
albums and new commissions. This latest ven-
ture presents 12 large-scale multimedia works
of which six will be premiering on the global
stage, and five will be showing for the first time
in the UK.

Imagined by lkeda as a subterranean
exploration of sound and light, the exhibition
takes viewers on a sensory journey of 180
Studios’ labyrinth-like spaces, which seem to
defy the building’s scale. The exhibition shows
how lkeda has transformed the way we expe-
rience art and pioneered a global movement
with immersive works that push our senses to
new sonic and visual extremes, challenging our
understanding of the universe and our place
within it.

Among those artworks premiering is
the data-verse trilogy, a large-scale immer-
sive project commissioned by Audemars
Piguet Contemporary in 2015. The installa-
tion features all three variations, shown for
the first time together at 180 Studios, creat-
ing a rare opportunity for audiences to see the
works in harmony in a new environment which
is uniquely able to take on and maximise the
trilogy’s scale, where most spaces cannot.
data-verse marks the conclusive chapter in
lkeda’s data-driven audiovisual research and
aesthetics that first began in the early 2000s. It
visualises and sonifies the different dimensions
coexisting in our world, from the microscopic to
the human to the macroscopic.

A new, site-specific version of test pat-
tern is also making its global debut. test pattern
is a system that converts any type of data (text,
sounds, photos and movies) into barcode pat-
terns and binary patterns of zeroes and ones.
Through its application, the project aims to
examine the relationship between critical points
of device performance and the threshold of
human perception.

The exhibition also includes UK pre-
mieres of other hypnotic lkeda artworks
including point of no return, an intense audio-
visualisation that creates a virtual experience
akin to entering a black hole; spectra lll, a tunnel
of strobe lighting that made its premiere at the
2019 Venice Biennale which has been readapted
to reflect the scale of the 180 Studios show; and
A (continuum), a sound installation comprising
six colossal Meyer SB-1 speakers that act as
minimalist sculptures.

Fact and The Vinyl Factory presents
RYOJI IKEDA in collaboration with Audemars
Piguet Contemporary, at 180 Studios, 180 The
Strand, 12 November 202028 February 2021.



Originally published as “Introduction” by Sean Bidder in FACT Magazine, Autumn/Winter 2020.
https://www.factmag.com/2023/04/13/ryoji-ikeda-interview/
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